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Apostelicat Preaching considered, in 
an Examination of St. Paul’s Ejis- 
tles; by the Rev. J.B. Sumner, M.A. 


A work with this title has lately ap- 
pearec in England, and excited consider- 
able attention. A review of it, from an 
Lnglish publication, was inserted in a for- 
mer number of the Journal. The author 
discusses, with so much perspicuity and 
candour, the various important topics 
which are the subjects of St. Paul’s Epis- 
tles, that we think we shall advance the 
cause of Christian truth by inserting the 
several treatises of which the work con- 
sists. 


ON PREDESTINATION. 


Ix making predestination the first 
subject of my inqairy, I am not 
influenced by the authority of the 
powerful reasoner who built up, from 
this foundation, the system of the- 
ology known by his name. The ex- 
ample of our own Church has a 
higher claim to imitation; who, in 
her Articles, considers this doctrine 
separately, as a speculation distinct 
from the essential points of the Chris- 
tian faith. In this, too, she has only 
followed the superior authority of St. 
Paul: who, in the most systematic 
and doctrinal of all his Epistles, does 
not enter upon predestination as a 
fundamental article, nor introduce it 
till he has discussed the subjects of 
natural corruption, grace, and justifi- 
cation. From this example the con- 
duct of Calvin and the divines at Dort 
makes a remarkable variation. But 
in the present case, it seems proper to 
set out from this point, because, if 
predestination is preached by St. Paul, 
and ought to be preached by those 
who profess to follow him, this will at 


Vot. II 


ca 
®, 


owce decide most of the other disputa- 
ble questions. If the Almighty had 
no other purpose in creating man- 
kind than the display of his own glory ; 
if the eternal condition of every indi- 
vidual was decreed immutably before 
the foundation of the world; or even 
if the sacrifice of Christ extended to 
the elect alone, and the rest of man- 
kind remain under the imputation of 
Adam’s sin; there need be no farther 
dispute concerning the degree of hu- 
man corruption, or the power and 
efficacy of grace; and the only inter- 
est which the Scriptures retain, will 
be to furnish matter of inquiry into 
the mode which God has employed in 
accomplishing the purpose of his sove- 
reign will. 

It is necessary to premise, that I 
shall not attempt to fathom the depths 
of a subject, which seems likely al- 
ways to exercise, and always to ani, 
the efforts of human reason. Every 
reflecting mind must acknowledge, 
that “ known unto God are all his 
works from the beginning:” that he 
not only foresaw the future actions of 
mankind through all the series of ages, 
but foresaw them so infallibly, as to 
render them the instruments of his 
plans in the government of the world. 
The sacred writers make very fami- 
liar use of this prescience, in order, as 
it would seem, to keep up an habitual 
conviction that nothing is done, or 
can be done, without the divine per- 
mission: and they sometimes express 
this sentiment in terms which, taken 
singly, convey the idea of appointment, 
The Old Testament abounds with 
phrases to this effect; and many such 
are found in the New: as where it is 
declared, that it was not “ given” to 
all the Jews to understand the words 
of eternal life: that “the Lord added 
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306 
daily to the church such as should be 
saved :” that “ as many as were or- 
dained to eternal life, believed :” that 
“ certain men had erept into the 
church unawares, who were before of 
old ordained unto this condemnation.” 
Since the existence and activity of 
evil spirits is revealed in the Scrip- 
tures, it became the more necessary 
to give frequent assurance that God 
not only inspires the virtue, but re- 
strains the wickedness of mankind, and 
renders their evil passions subservient 
to his eterna! counsels.* 

With these facts before our eyes, 
there must always be a tendency in 
some minds, to associate the notion of 
absolute decrees with such infallible 
foreknowledge : and every candid rea- 
soner will confess a difficulty which is 
not likely to be cleared up on this side 
the grave, in reconciling the divine 
prescience with the free agency of 
man. But what is impossible with 
men, is possible with God. And those 
who deny this possibility, by limiting 
the power of the Creator to the bounds 
of their own understanding, are the 
real adversaries of his glory. 

With this impression of the nature 
and difficulty of the subject, I turn to- 
wards the consideration of St. Paul’s 
doctrine upon it. And although the 
passages which must be brought un- 
der discussion, will necessarily lead to 
a declaration of my own idea of the 
right interpretation of them, still I 
would wish it to be remembered, that 
I do not profess to argue against pre- 
destination as believed in the closet, 
but as taught from the pulpit ; in 
short, that the only inquiry I have in 
view, is, whether a Christian minister 
is countenanced by St. Paul in incul- 
cating the doctrine of irrespective de- 
crees. 

That doctrire has been always 
thought to derive its main support 
from the Epistle to the Romans. The 





* In some cases this object is kept out 
of sight; in others, it is evident : as Acts, 
ii. 22. “ Jesus of Nazareth, deine delivered 
by the determinate counsel and foreknow- 
ledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain.” Also 1 
Peter ii. 8. “ whergunte also tliey were 
appaintey.” , 
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Apostle there ~ declares, that those 
wha God “ foreknew he also did 
predestinate to be conformed toa the 
image of his Son; moreover, whom he 
did predestinate, them he also called ; 
and whom he called, them he also jus- 
tified; and whom he justified, them 
he also glorified.” viii. 29, 30. 

Those who deem it reasonable to 
deduce a doctrine which involves in 
its consequences the dealings of the 
Almighty towards the whole human 
race from a single passage, find it an 
easy process to acquiesce in the tre- 
mendous simplicity of the Calvinistic 
scheme on the support of these ex- 
pressions. It is not surprising, how- 
ever, that others should think it more 
respectful, more conformable to the 
magnitude of the subject, to pause and 
inquire, whether some part of that 
idea which the Apostle’s words ex- 
cite, has not adhered to them in the 
course of their passage through schools 
of theoiogy ; and whether his appeal 
to predestination, and the divine fore- 
knowledge in this passage, cannot be 
fairly accounted for by a considera- 
tion of the circumstances, character, 
and actual situation of the persons to 
whom the Epistle was addressed. 

Of these persons, an unusually large 
proportion consisted of Jewish con- 
verts. The Jews were very numer- 
ous at Rome: and from the circum- 
stance of the majority of the carliest 
converts belonging to that nation by 
birth, it probably arose that the Chris- 
tians were chiefly known and spoken 
of there as a denomination of Jews ; 
and that the rival sects became com- 
panions in the same misfortune, and 
were involved in the same persecu- 
tion under Nero. 

Now, it is notorious, that nothing 
in the new dispensation was a greater 
stumbling-block to the Jews, than its 
grand and leading feature, the termi- 
nation of their own exelusive privi- 
lege by the adoption of Gentiles. A 
people who had for ages alone enjoy- 
ed a knowledge of the Creator; who, 
in order to preserve the revelation 
which gave them that knowledge, had 
been separated from all the rest of 
the world by the peculiarity of their 
civil and religious institutions; had 
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naturally imbibed with the very nour- 
ishment of their infancy an associa- 
tion of prejudice against the children 
of idolatry, which the first generation 


_ of converts could never wholly un- 


| learn. 
‘This accounts for the extraordinary 
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importance which is attached to the 
universality of the Gospel dispensa- 
tion throughout the historical books 
of the New Testament. This ac- 
counts for the Baptist’s prophetic 
threat: “ Think noteto say within 
_ yourselves, We have Abraham to our 
_ father ; for Lsay unto you, that God is 
able of these stones to raise up children 
' unto Abraham.”* ‘To this the hymn 
- of Zacharias alludes: “ The dayspring 
from on high has visited us, to give 
light to them that sit in darkness andin 
| the shadow of death:”+ and that of Si- 

meon still more emphatically: “ Mine 
wwe have seen thy salvation, which 

thou hast prepared before the face of 
_all people ; to bea light to lighten the 
| Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
| Israel.”¢ This again affords the moral 
of three striking parables of our Sa- 
sviour: in which he assures his unbe- 
lieving hearers, that “ the lord of the 
jvineyard«will come and destroy the 
‘wicked husbandmen, and will give 
the vineyard unto others:” that the 
labourers who had been latest hired 
should have an equal recompense with 
the first; and that since “ they which 
were bidden to the wedding were not 
worthy,” guests should be supplied 
‘from “ the highways and hedges.” 
‘Lastly, notwithstanding these and 
‘numberless other intimations, it re- 
quired the solemnity of a very remark- 
able vision to draw from Peter the 
acknowledgmert which reason and 
natural religion spontaneously avow: 


~ 





eater § Of a truth I perceive that God is no 
un its Prespecter of persons ; but, in every na- 
>rmi- Mion, he that feareth him, and worketh 
privi- ighteousness, is accepted with him.§” 
. A — It is a natural consequence from 
njoy- hese considerations, that, “in an 


who 





, Epistle to the Roman believers, the 


lation —point to be endeavoured after by St. 
», had aul, was to reconcile the Jewish 


ast of 
their § * Matt. iii. 9. 
5; had } *Luke ii. 32: 





t Luke i. 78. 
§ Acts &. 34. 
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converts to the opinion that the Gen- 
tiles were admitted by God to a pa- 
rity of religious situation with them- 
selves.”|| In order to effect this, it 
was necessary for him to enter upon 
the grounds of national election : that 
is, of its being allewed by the consti- 
tution of the wovid, that certain na- 
tions should have great advantages 
over others, both in their natural and 
moral circumstances ; some of which 
had been hitherto very exclusively 
dispensed in favour of the Jews. Ac- 
cordingly he refers this privilege en- 
tirely to the will of God, independent 
of any claim or merit on the part of 
the nations themselves. 

Secondly, this church was destined 
to undergo, and indeed was under- 
going at the date of St. Paul’s Epis- 
tle, severe persecution. Now it is 


certain that beth the Jewish and the: 


Gentile convert would be inclined, 
from their habitual opinions, to con- 
sider this as a strong proof that they 
did not really enjoy the protection of 
God, and were not elected to his fa- 
vour. The Jews had been accus- 
tomed throughout their whole history 
to expect the divine interference in 
behalf of his chosen people; and 
though this visible interposition had 
been long withheld, the idea it left 
still subsisted, as appears from many 
passages of the New Testament, and 
as a case in point, from the reproach 
cast upon our Saviour himself: “ He 
trusted in God: “ let him deliver him, 
if he will have him.” Among the 
heathens, too, success was very fami- 
liarly considered indicative of the 
protection of superior powers: and 
this belief was cherished by the va- 
rious legendary stories of supernatu- 
ral aid and miraculous appearances 
which were incorporated with the 
Roman annals, and in all probability 
received implicit credit among the 


vulgar. 

The Gentiles, no doubt, would very 
readily believe that they were admit- 
ted to privileges hitherto bestowed 
upon the Jew alone. But the Jews, 


we know, could with great difficulty . 


be persuaded, even after conversion, 
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|| Paley, Hore Pauline, 
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to resign their title to the hereditary 
favour of God: and the attempts they 
made in many of the churches to 
bring over the Gentiles to the obliga- 
tions of the Mosaic law, were likely 
to be urged more vigorously and more 
successfully at Rome, in proportion 
to the weight thcir numbers gave 
them. Then would come in the auxi- 
liary inference, drawn from impend- 
ing danger and persecution: a season 
which was caiculated to add unusual 
plausibility to the argument of the 
Jews, in the minds of their Gentile 
brethren, by furnishing a sort of prac- 
tical evidence, that the divine protec 
tion was not extended towards them. 
An argument which was, in fact, re- 
peatedly e:mployed, throughout the 
subsequent persecutions of the Chris- 
tians; who were taunted with sense- 
less stupidity for suffering so much as 
the servants of God, who evidently, 
it was thought, showed that he beheld 
them with no favourable regard, since 
he refused to exert his power in their 
behalf.* 

With these circumstances in his 
view, the Apostle, after a full expla- 
nation of the main points of the Chris- 
tian doctrine, provides against the 
effect which persecution was likely to 
have onthe minds of the Gentile con- 
verts, by appealing to the divine de- 
termination, or predestination, in their 
favour: He first consoles them by the 
assur nce, that although the gloomy 
prospect around them might justly 
appear discouraging, yet persecution 
had been the fate of Christ, and must 
be expected as the fate of those who 
professed to follow him; that it was 
looked for as a proof of their faithful- 
ness. and must not be deemed any 
argument of the absence of divine re- 
gard ; since it had been part of God’s 
eternal purpose and counsel to make 
them partakers of his gracious dispen- 
sation, and call them to the covenant 
of the Gospel. 

“ The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we are the chil 
dren of God; and if children, then 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with 





* See the account of the martyrs at 
iyons. Eus. Hist. 1. v. c. 1. 
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Christ: of so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may also be glorified 
together. For I recken that the suf. 
ferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us.” viii. 
16. Then, after a digression con- 
taining farther encouragement to pa- 
tience, he proceeds, “ We know that 
all things work together for good to 
them that love God, tu them who are 
the* called according to his purpose, 
For whom herdid foreknow, he also 
did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he might 
he the firstborn among many brethren. 
Moreover, whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called; and whom he 
called, them he also justified; and 
whom he justified, them he also glo 
rified. What shall we then say to 
these things? If God be for us, who 
can be against us?” 28 & seqq. In 
conclusion. ** Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tri. 
bulation, or. distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
the sword? Tam persuaded that nei- 
ther death, nor life, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other ereature, shall be able 
to ae us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
35, 38, 39. 

Now, if the 28th, 29th, and 30th of 
these verses are read separately, they 
may, no doubt, prove that only those 
are called, whom God had predesti- 
nated finally to justify and glorify: 
but taken with the context, as the 
Apostle worte them, they belong to 
the general argument, and declared 
what it was his object to convince the 


disciples of, as an encouragement it/ 


the endurance of persecution ; viz 
that God had predetermined to call 
the Roman converts to the faith o 
Christ, and unite them to that visible 
church, which had hitherto been cou 
posed of the Jews alone. 

This declaration was to consol 


—— 





* The idion of the original does not jus 
tify the insertion of the article “ the,’ 
which makes considerable difference i 
the import of the English sentence. 
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the Gentile disciple: the next object 
was to satisfy the Jew that he is no 
longer tu arrogate to himself the pe- 
culiar favour of God. Here it is im- 
possible not to remark the patriotic 
feelings of the man, intermixing them- 
selves with the truth, which, as an 
Apostle, he was bound to deliver; and 
“the natural tears” which he. drops 
over the rejection of his countrymen, 
are sufficient evidence, if there were 
no other, of the ideas which were up- 
permest in*his mind. For, if St. 
Paul had the case ef individuals in 
view, to what purpose the passionate 
assurance of his own sympathy with 
the rejected Jews, with which he pre- 
faces the fact of the calling of the 
Gentiles? “ I say, the truth in Christ, 
I lie not, my conscience also bearing 
me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I 
have great heaviness and continual 
sorrow in my heart. For I could wish 
that myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren, my kinsmen accord- 
ing to the flesh.” ix. 1, 2, tod, 
Having thus tenderly soothed his 
countrymen, he proceeds to the pur- 
pose of his arguinent, in justifying 
their future rejection as the peculiar 
people of God. It is true, he says, 
The Gentiles are now called to the 
adoption which you enjoyed: but the 
rejection of Ishmael ‘and of Esau, 
though descended from Abraham, 
proves that neither your fathers ori- 
ginally, nor yourselves now, have 
any claim upon the favour of God, 
except his*voluntary promise founded 
upon his good pleasure alone. “ For 
the children being not yet born, nei- 
ther having done any good or evil, 
that the purpose of Ged according to 
election might stand, not of works, 
but of him that calleth; it was said 
unto Rebecca, The elder shall serve 
the younger. As it is written, Jacob 
have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 
What shall we say then? is there un- 
righteousness with God? God forbid. 
For he saith to Moses, I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, 
and I will have compassion on whom 
{ will have compassion. So then it 
is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth (Isaac, nor Esau,) but of 
Godthat showeth mercy.” Ver. 6to 10. 
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Then, with a quickness of transition 
peculiar to this Apostle, he brings a 
familiar instance to convince the Jews 
that there are cases with respect to 
nations where God, as governor of the 
world, only consults his supreme will. 
As he showed this to the Jews them- 
selves, in bestowing his favour upon 
them in preference to any other peo- 
ple, so did he take counsel of his own 
sovereign pleasure alone in delaying 
for a time to punish the wickedness of 
Egypt, that his justice might appear at 
last more exemplary: “ For, (i. e« be- 
sides,) the Scripture’ saith unto Pha- 
raoh, Even for this purpose have I 
raised thee up,* that I might show 
my power in thee, and that my name 
might be declared throughout all the 
earth. Therefore hath he mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and whom 
he wall, he hardeneth.” Ver. 18. 

In the same way the Jews must 
likewise attribute to the good plea- 
sure of God, his long endurance of 
them, ripe as they had been for de- 
struction, from their obduracy and re- 
bellion. Thou wilt say then unto 


me, Why doth he yet find fault; for 


who hath resisted his will? Nay, but, 
O man, who art thou that repliest 
against God ? Shall the a oe 
say to him that formed it, Why hast 
thou made me thus? Hath not the 
potter power over the clay, of the 
same lump to make one vessel unto 
honour, and another unto dishonour? 
What if God, willing to show his wrath, 
and to make his power known, endured 
with much long-suffering the vessels 
of wrath fitted for destruction: and 
that he might make known the riches 
of his glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which he had afore prepared unto 
glory, even us whom he hath called, 
not of the Jews only, but of the Gen- 
tiles? As he saith also in Hosea, [ 
will call them my people which were 
not my people ; and her beloved, which 





* The Greek reader will not need to be 
reminded, that there is nothing in the ori- 
ginal word iZ#yep2, which can convey 
the idea of Pharaoh’s having been droughe 
into the world for the purpose of showjng 
God’s power ; nothing to controvert the 
idea of his being addressed as a King, in 
whose fate that of his people was involved 











— 





ee 








ee 











$10 


was not beloved.” Inthe opening of 
the argument St. Paul had declared 
the reason why God had raised up 
Pharaoh, and had renewed his offers 
of grace to an unusual extent of pa- 
tience and mercy, to be no other than 
this, “ that he might show his power 
in him, and that his name might be 
declared throughout all the earth :” 
so now, in reply to the objection of 
the Jew, it is declared that his nation 
had been thus long endured, notwith- 
standing the rebellious spirit which 
had “ fitted them for destruction,” 
that God might make the Jews his 
instruments in introducing the Gospel 
dispensation ; in showing “ the riches 
of his glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which he had afore prepared unto 
glory, not of the Jews only, but of 
the Gentiles.” 

If it is a right interpretation of this 
passage, taken as it ought in all fair- 
ness to be taken, entire, and as a con- 
tinued argument, to consider it as an 
explanation of God’s conduct towards 
the Jews, then it is impossible to jus- 
tify the general doctrine of decrees 
by St. Paul’s language on this occa- 
sion. The case is altogether pecu- 
liar, the reasoning applicable to the 
situation of nations only, being pri- 
marily intended to vindicate the deal- 
ings of God with the Jews, in his ori- 
ginal election, in his long endurance, 
and in his final rejection of them as 
the objects of his protection and sole 
depositaries of his revelation. In the 
whole history of the human race, there 
has been no case analogous to that of 
the Jews. But constituted as the 
world is, there must, in the nature of 
things, exist great disparity between 
ihe situation of nations at large, both 
in their temporal and moral advant- 
ages: nay, it may be added, great 
disparity between the individuals of 
the same nation. This can only be 
referred to the will of the Supreme 
Governor of the world; he deter- 
mined, who alone could determine, 
which of the sons of Noah should re- 
main in Asia, which should proceed 
to Egypt, and which should people 
Europe; and no doubt foresaw the 
different degrees of advantage which 
would be possessed by their various 
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descendants in all ages. He appoints 
what countries shall have the benefit 
of his revelation, and in what order. 
And in this dispensation there is no- 
thing inconsistent with his justice ; 
since he has declared that he will 
judge all men according to their op- 
portunities, and will require much of 
them to whom much 1s given. In 
every situation, mankind have more 
or less power of improvement; there 
is no climate so unkindly, in which 
the human character cahnot expand 
and exhibit itself, though with very 
different degrees of vigour and of 
fruitfulness: and in the consideration 
of that difference we are consoled by 
reflecting, that the “ Lord of the har. 
vest” determined also the soil, and 
dispensed the season: that the moral 
Governor, and the supreme Disposer 
of events, are the same. 


But the hypothesis of absolute de- | 
crees, as ordaining the destiny, pre- 
sent and final, of individuals, cannot | 


rest upon this analogy of national 
predestination. If mankind are ap- 
x tn to sin and punishment, to 
oliness and salvation irrespectively, 
then they will be judged in exact op- 
position to our Saviour’s declaration, 
and much will be required of him to 
whom little is given. This consider- 
ation makes it of no small import- 
ance whether we interpret St. Paul’s 
argument to relate to national or in- 
dividual election: and if I mistake 
not, the Apostle himself has taken 
especial care, that his meaning on 
this important subject should not be 
misunderstood. 

First, it is a notorious fact, though 
often overlooked in argument, that 
the very passage, “ I will have mercy 
on whom I will have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whom I 
will have compassion,” which is al- 
most the only support claimed from 
St. Paul to the system of absolute 
decrees, is quoted from Exodus, and 
forms the assurance revealed by God 
himself to Moses, that he had sepa- 
rated the Hebrew nation “ from all 
the people on the face of the earth.” 
** Moses said unto the Lord, If thy 
presence go not with me, carry us not 
up hence. For wherein shall it be 
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known here, that I and thy people 
have found grace in thy sight ? is it 
not, in that thou goest with us? So 
shall we be separated, I and thy peo- 
ple, from all the people that are upon 
the face of the earth. And the Lord 
said unto Moses, I will do this thing 
also that thou hast spoken ; for thou 
hast found grace in my sight, and I 
know thee by name. And he said, I 
beseech thee, show me thy glory. 
And he said, I will make all my good- 
ness pass before thee, and I will pro- 
claim the name of the Lord betore 
thee, and will be gracious to whom I 


will be gracious, and will show mercy 


to whom I will show mercy.” Exod. 
xxxili. 14 & seqq. To the declara- 
tion contained in this passage from 
Exodus, the Apostle naturally refers 
the Jews, to whom he is arguing; and 
to whom he is expressly denying all 
other title to the favour of God, than 
what was originally derived from the 
exercise of his sovereign will in < 
rating them from other nations as his 
peculiar people. ‘The benefits they 
had exclusively enjoyed, were to be 
ascribed, on the authority of Moses, 
to the “ mercy and compassion” of 
God only ; how could it be disputed 
but the same Supreme will which had 
elected them, might now elect others 
even to their rejection? And if Pha- 
raoh, after having long obstinately 
opposed himself to the offers made and 
the mercy showed towards him, was 
ultimately hardened; how could they, 
who had been for ages a rebellious 
and stiff-necked people, expect to have 
such bountiful grace bestowed upon 
them, as should incline and enable 
them, as a nation, to receive the 
Gospel? Nay, rather, why should 
not Gad, in the same way as he had 
“ shown his power and declared his 
name throughout all the earth” by 
the punishment of Pharaoh, now make 
the same use of the Jews, and render 
the destruction of their nation at once 
a striking evidence of the truth of the 
Gospel, and the punishment of their 
guilt in adding the rejection of this 
last offer, to the blindness they had 
shown towards the former instances 
f his merey ? Ver. 22—24. 
‘To be continued. ) 


The Rev. Dr. Onderdonk’s Sermon. 


311 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 

The following Sermon exhibits the re- 
ligious state of the settlers in our new 
countries, and the motives to Missionary 
contributions, with so much justice and 
force, that we are induced to publish it 
entire in the present number of the Jour- 
nal, and to recommend it té the serious 
perusal of our readers. 


A Sermon preached in Trinity Church, 
New-Y ork,on Tuesday evening Oct. 
20, 1818, during the sitting of the 
Convention of the Church in that 
State, on occasion of a collection for 
the support of Missionaries ; by the 
Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk, M. D. 
Rector of St. John’s Church, Canan- 
daigua, and recently Missionary 
in that place and parts adjacent. - 

Psalm cxxxvil. 4. How shall we sing the 

Lord’s song in a strange land? 

When the tenants of the holy city 
were seized by the powerful hand of 
adverse fortune, and were constrain- 
ed to wander from their homes, and 
become occupants of another soil, 
they carried with them all the re- 
membrances and predilections of their 
childhood. ‘They had seen the tribes 
go up to Zion in solemn rejoicing,— 
they had witnessed the large attend- 
ance of Priests and Levites at the 
temple, the sacrifice of unnumbered 
victims, the smoke of richest and 
most abundant insence, and all the glo- 
ries of that house which the wisest and 
richest of kings had built for the dwell- 
ing-place of Jehovah. ‘There they 
had stood at the time of morning and 
evening sacrifice, and heard the vast 
chorus of singers and of instruments, 
and while their ears were ravished 
with the abundant harmony, their 
hearts went upward with the sound; 
and they experienced the overflowing 
delight of singing the Lord’s song 
in their own land, in the land of their 
forefathers, in the land of their God. 

From youth upwards, this had been 

their privilege and their joy. From 

youth upwards, Jerusalem was the 

city of their pride, and the temple, 

the rallying point of their affections. 
But now their lot was changed. 

Carried, by a destiny beyond their 

control, to a strange land, their hearts 














312 


sunk, and their heart strings were 
broken, as they quitted their ancient 
abodes. ‘They came, perhaps, to re- 
gions more fruitful, and to waters 
more inviting; but they wanted the 
name of “ home.” ‘Their captivity 
may have assumed a form of humbler 
citizenship; nay, their great men (as 
in the case of Daniel) obtained credit 
with the court, and a share of the 
government: but civil privileges were 
no eompensation for the loss of all 
that early association had rendered 
dear. And although time, with a 
new generation, might effect new ties, 
and erect, in a land once strange, the 
banner on which the sacred name of 
“ home” was inscribed, yet they saw 
no Jerusalem there. None of their 
rising cities were consecrated to Je- 
hovah, Among the goodly fabrics 
which they began to rear, they saw 
none in which the ark and the oracles 
were deposited. No priests poured 
the blood of atonement at the foot of 
the altar. No anointed choristers 
raised the harmonies of the temple, 
or chanted the heavenly songs of the 
sweet psalmist of Israel. ‘The sounds 
of industry were heard, but not the 
voice of worshippers. The smile of 
prosperity sometimes indicated their 
improving condition, but they were 
not gladdened by the serener smile 
of religion. 

Far from their former home, far 
from the dwelling of their God, for 
them the sabbath returned in vain. 
Instead of the cheering duties of the 
sanctuary, they could but weep while 
they sat by the rivers of Babylon. 
They remembered Zion indeed, they 
thought of the holy and happy ser- 
vices of the mountain of the Lord: 
but Zion was far away, and on no 
mountain in their new land did they 
find recorded the name of the Most 
High. In places thus unconsecrated 
it was but fitting that they should 
weep out their devotion; they left 
untuned their instruments of cheerful 
worship ; they “ hanged their harps 
upon the willows.” The spectators 
ef their sadness bid them suspend 
their lamentations, and exhibit the 
animating services of their religion,— 
“come, sing us one of the songs of 
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Zion.” But the invitation little ac- 
corded with the feelings of them on 
whose memory were fixed the scenes 
of their former worship in the chosen 
city,—* if I forget thee, O Jerusa- 
lem, let my right hand forget her 
cunning 3; if I do not remember thee, 
let my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth; how shall we sing the 
Lord’s song in a strange land F” 
Behold, my brethren, in the case of 
the Israelites, the type of that of thou- 
sands who first enter our new coun- 
tries, more especially of that class 
which reduce the forest, and prepare 
it for the settled population. Our 
brethren go not indeed into captivity ; 
but except their personal freedom, 
they who brave the wholly unsub- 
dued forest, surrender, as entirely as 
the captive, almost every tlng that is 
dear. ‘They have to quit their homes. 
The strong hand of adversity repels 
annually a multitude of jabouring citi- 
zens from their native shores, and 
from the scenes of their childhood, 
and they go to encounter new for- 
tunes in regions more inviting. Home 
is not all their loss. They must quit 
their temples,—they must abandon 
the holy services which they love, and 
the ordinances in which they com- 
mune with heaven. Ali—all must 
be left; and their portion must be in 
the wilderness. Long must the hand 
of pioneer-industry Jabour before the 
desert will blossom. Sabbaths, and 
sabbaths of years, must pass away 
before they can raise new dwelling- 
places for their God. And until then, 
on their hallowed days, they can but 
sit weeping by their streams (while 
the savage is skulking by) and say 
ene to another, “ how shall we sin 
the Lord’s song ina strange lard?” 
Did I say that these go not into 
captivity? O, that it were so! They 
go not indeed under the yoke of hu- 
man masters. The air of the forest 
is as free as that of the capital. They 
extinguish, in their emigration, none 
of the rights of citizenship. But too 
many of them go into moral slavery. 
The life-guard of public decorum and 
of reputation does not enter the un- 
subdued wilderness without invita- 
tion; and it retreats as soon as there 
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is a disposition to dismiss it. Social 
rules too often have little application 
in the secluded cabin of them who 
first penetrate the depths of the soli- 
tary thicket. And where social defences 
are wanting, the evil tyrant rushes 
upon most men with but feeble oppo- 
sition. ‘To this tyrant do thousands 
of pioneer-settlers become siaves. To 
services of this tyrant, as morally 
base as the worship of Babylon, are 
thousands held in bondage. And 
although the manly understanding of 
the meanest son of protestantism never 
bows to an idol, yet even the Protes- 
tant is not secure from the moral ido- 
latries of a falien nature and deprav- 
ed affections. Behold in this licen- 
tiousness, the slavery of numbers who 
go away from home, and who live in 
solitary rudeness in a strange land. 

Amid those numbers, however, 
there are some who refuse the temp- 
tations of irreligion, some who never 
forget Jerusalem. Some there are, 
whose endeavours and whose prayers 
never cease to consecrate a moun- 
tain to the Lord in the wilderness, and 
to build a new temple, in which they 
may sing the Lord’s song. 

If the case of the irreligious emi- 
grant be the most deeply pit:able, the 
condition of these pious brethren 
claims our warmest sympathy. For 
these latter I would first make my 
plea. Their every labour is required 
for subsistence. Little have they,— 
alas, they commonly have nothing to 
give to their maintenance who bring 
them tidings from Jerusalem, and 
who convert their cabins, for a sea- 
son, into tabernacles of the Most 
High. ‘The Missionary is welcomed 
with their best cheer; he is dismissed 
with tears and blessings. But these 
are all they have to bestow. And 
unless their more favoured brethren 
will again send this messenger, they 
cannot hope to take down their harps 
from the willows. 

If these be neglected, we cannot 
expect that their evil neighbours will 
be recovered. The good are, in ge- 
neral, a means of reclaiming the bad. 
It is true, the Spirit of grace may 
operate without means; but ordina- 
rily he does not. He demands the 
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co-operation of all who can act in aid 
of his purposes. He would have the 
pious emigrant promote the salvation 
of his thoughtless brethren. He would 
have others contribute to the same 
work, as means, more distant indeed, 
but essential. 

Yes, my brethren, your aid is essen- 
tial. ‘The class of pioneer-emigrants 
can have no missionary services, un- 
less their more favoured brethren will 
provide them. They are as infant 
members of the national family, un- 
able to maintain themselves. ‘The 
government provides thei civil secu- 
rity, But as religion is unconnected 
with the state, we must appeal to in- 
dividual benevolence for the supply of 
their spiritual wants. Do you love 
with tenderest affection the babe that 
most entirely depends on you, for 
nourishment, for protection, for sup- 
port? Behold in these children of 
Zion, objects as wholly dependant upon 
you. If you withhold your bounty, 
they will be without a dispenser of 
spiritual nourishment, without a spi- 
ritual protector, nor will their early 
attempts to provide a habitation for 
their God be brought to a successful 
issue. They cannot sing the Lord’s 
song unless their brethren at Jerusa- 
lem will send them help. 

Citizens of this class are daily be- 
coming more distant. A vast pro- 
portion of them who first reduce the 
woody desert resign their place to 
others. Their minds seem often to 
become attached to wildness and soli- 
tude, and they fly from the improve- 
ments wrought by their own hands. 
They are succeeded by new emi- 
grants, of better condition, who make 
up the great body of the inhabitants 
of our settled western counties. 

This class also are as brethren in a 
strange land. They also have for- 
saken howe, and have broken its en- 
dearing associations. They have torn 
themselves from the circles which 
they loved,—from the houses in which 
their ancestors dwelt,—from the tem- 
ples in which they have been accus- 
tomed to worship; and they are seek- 
ing, in new regions, improved cir- 
cumstances for themselves and their 
families. They also, on their holy 
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days, must sit weeping by the rivers 
of their new territories, with their 
harps hung on the willows, and desir- 
ing the Lord’s song in their strange 
land. 

It is true that they are of better 
pecuniary condition than their prede- 
cessors. ‘They are not mere labourers 
(which the pioneer-settlers generally 
become) but the yeomanry of the 
country, the most important class in 
the commonwealth. They have, of 
course, a higher station to fill, and 
higher responsibilities. And besides 
that their little capitals are wholly 
required in their business, they have 
tv meet perpetual arrears which are 
contingent on their new situation. 
Long, very long is it before they have 
any superfluous income. 

Yet among these, if any where, 
must religious services be systemati- 
cally maintained, and congregations 
established. These are the proper 
materials for such societies. In ge- 
neral, of respectable deportment, and 
irequently comprising in their fami- 
lies pious individuals, they give a 
ready welcome to the messenger of 
revealed truth, and only regret that 
he eannot oftener be with them. 
They desire, even at great sacrifices, 
to erect new temples, that their land 
may no more seem strange. And of- 
ten, often is it declared to the Mis- 
sionary, that no earthly means are 
wanting, but his more frequent ser- 
vices, to concentrate a congregation, 
to inspire them with zeal, and thus 
lead them to devote largely of their 
substance to the erection of a house 
of prayer, and to the maintenance of 
a settled pastor. In their present 
condition they can do neither; for 
the neighbourhood have come from 
various quarters, and differ in their 
religious views; they are attached to 
other persuasions, or they remember 
that their parents were so attached, 
and they cannot readily surrender 
their tenets. But could a Missionary 


be with them long enough to answer 
their doubts and remove their scru- 
ples,—long enough to accustom them 
to his method ef worship, and explain 
to them his views of doctrine,—long 
enough to attach them to himself, as 
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a pattern in good works, a friend in 
their social affairs, and a trusty 
counsellor in thejr spiritual concerns, 
—then he would be a Missionary no 
longer, but the settled pastor of his 
newly collected flock ; then, from the 
contributions of their zeal, he would 
see the spires of a land no more 
strange, pointing to heaven. Then 
would he and they join in the Lord’s 
song; their harps would be strung 
again; and the willows of the desert 
would vibrate to the sounds that would 
fill the new temple of Jehovah. 

To effect this happy result, the 
disunited neighbourhood, jealous of its 
various tenets, and unwilling to main- 
tain any one minister, must be pro- 
vided for from elsewhere, until they 
become less discordant. ‘To this end 
is your liberality solicited. Imagine 
it your own case, (and the western 
emigration is recruited even from our 
cities,) how deep would be your gra- 
titude to them who should devote 
of their substance to your religious 
peace and your spiritual necessities, 
and convert your strange land into an 
aitractive home ! 

Our foregoing remarks may, with 
little variation, be applied to any de- 
nomination of Christians. Some yet 
remain applicable, moxe especially to 
Episcopalians. 

We profess to have a pure church, 
an apostolic ministry, and a public 
worship, both elegant and affecting. 
We, like the ancient Jews, have many 
edifying ceremonies and observances, 
which, though they penetrate our 
feelings less deeply than the grand 
truths of faith, have a wider superfi- 
cial hold. We are accustomed to 
these privileges frem infancy, we love 
them, and boast of them with pious 
enthusiasm. Our devout associations 
all acknowledge this church, and its 
ordinances, as their bond. Our feel- 
ings and our principles burn brightest 
on this altar. And our adoration 
finds its happiest exercise in our own 
holy and beautiful house. 

Such once were many of your bre- 
thren who enjoy their privileges no 
longer. Severed from their holy ob- 
servances and edifing ceremonies, 
their hearts faint for want of their ac- 








eee 











~- ome 


—_ 
wa 


ese io} 


a. 


us 
Sy 
1m 


th 


et 
to 


ic 
g. 
ly 
8, 
ur 
ad 


to 
ve 
us 
ns 
its 
2}. 
St 
on 
vn 


ne 
h- 
PS. 








October, 1818.] 


customed devotional supports. They 
are far from the holy mountain which 
they used to ascend with sacrifices. 
They have gone whither the sound of 
the Lerd’s song reaches them no lon- 
ger. Or if they unite with brethren 
ef a different name in singing to their 
common Lord,—yet they feel as but 
strangers among them. Any moun- 
tain except their own is asa “ strange 
land.” Do they survey the temples 
of other brethren to which they must 
come; they find parts of their foun- 
dation defective, many stones there 
which bear not the marks of apostolic 
workmanship; perhaps they perceive 
in the superstructures either defects 
or redundancies in faith; and the orna- 
ments are cast in moulds entirely dif- 
ferent from those which gave form 
and pressure to the beauties of their 
own temple. Yes, he who has learnt 
to love our worship and ordinances ; 
he who is even moderately acquainted 
with our claims to apostolic character, 
cannot but perceive a vast contrast, 
when he is compelled to worship else- 
where. He will respect his fellow 
Christians; he will pray for their peace 
and spiritual good; he will rejoice 
that, under the Divine law of con- 
science, they worship as they sincerely 
believe they ought. But while he 
allows so much for others, for himself 
he claims all that preference of his 
former temple which makes every 
other seem to him as a strange land. 
And many are they who cannot 
sing as they desire the Lord’s song. 
Episcopalians are more numerous in 
our western regions than is commonly 
imagined. Their numbers are often 
concealed in the vast majority of 
Christians of a different name. And 
too often, in despair of seeing a tem- 
7 of their own raised to the honour of 
ehovah, they become gradually amal- 
gamated with other denominations. 
They enter into the spiritual land of 
strangers, and tune their harps to a 
harmony before unknown to them. 
Long indeed must it be before the 
concord will be perfect,—long before 
instruments, unused to each other, will 
vibrate in unison. But rather than 
send up no hymns to their Redeemer, 
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they will join with any stranger who 
bears his name. 

Why should not these be retained 
as materials for the house of our own 
Zion?—Say you, that, even wher 
most num-rous, they are too few for 
an effective societv?. Perhaps, taken 
alone, they often way be. But there 
are thousands who need only to hear 
of the Episcopal Church, to be united 
with it. It is a most erroneous idea 
that the majority of the people are 
settled in views opposite to out own. 
The majority of the people are un- 
decided. And of that majority a large 
portion are pleased with our doctrine, 
ministry, and worship. The prejudice 
against Episcopacy and the Prayer 
Book, is rapidly passing away; and a 
manly acknowledgment of their ad- 
vantages is taking its place. In re- 
gard to doctrine also, the universal 
religious world is retreating from ex- 
travagances, in every direction, upon 
our standards. More especially in new 
countries, where religious opinions 
have not yet become established, mul: 
titudes are willing to unite with us. 
They may have heard that Jesus is 
not Divine,—that there is no atone- 
ment,—and that man, if saved, will 
be accepted through his own merits. 
Or they may have heard the gospel 
in other fetters;—they have, perhaps, 
been taught that there are deerees, 
absolute and irrespective, which . vir- 
tually annul the invitations of the Bi- 
ble to more than half who hear them. 
From doctrines of a Saviour, thus 
chained by the human imagination, 
they cannot but recoil. Gladly do 
they learn our better and more scrip- 
tural principles. Within the personal 
knowledge of your preacher, an Epis- 
copal congregation has been largely 
and solidly established, in a- village, 
where, about a twelvemonth since, 
there was not one family of Episcopa- 
lians. Surely then we ought not to 
be discourged from appropriating a/? 
the materials God will provide to the 
erection of our own Zion. 

The above is but one example of a 
vast movement of the religious public 
in our favour. Mistaken doctrines, 


insuflicient discipline, and often ir- 
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regular or enthusiastic worship, are 
bringing daily proselytes to our gates. 
But, alas, we have no Levites to keep 
them open,—no priests to attend to the 
offerings. Here, indeed, in Jerusalem, 
they often seem to be num-rous; but 
what are they among the many thou- 
sands of Israel!—for much of the 
union derives its priesthood trom these 
altars. And to divide the oblations 
among even these, there is not enough 
for each one to have a little. My 
brethren, these things ought not to be 
so. ‘To what purpose ts it that we 
plant cedars in the courts of the tem- 
ple, if there be none to water them? 
To what purpose do we invite stran- 
gers to our mountain of the Lord, 
if they are to have no guides when 
they inquire for the good old paths >— 
what better is it to them than astrange 
land ? 

And, will you suffer these wayfaring 
men to err?—Will! you not send them 
guides who have explored all the paths 
of Zion, and who can open to them 
the ates, and lead them to that sum 
mit of the holy hill where our altar 
stands ? 

But [ will not indulge in exclama- 
tions deregatory to vour Christian 
feelings. In this place, I will not 
doubt of a successful appeal to Chris- 
tian bounty. In this place, into which 
the souls of the apostles might look 
down, and see their own ministry, 
their own doctrine, almost their very 
form of worsbip,—in this place, I will 
not doubt that there is the pervading 
spirit of those apostles who suffered 
the loss of all things for Christ. 

Amply will you be repaid for your 
pious liberality, by the view of its 
unspedkable benefits. The savage, 
in whose behalf a missionary work is 
already begun, will be taught to quit 
his murders and his vices, and will 
drink in meekness and piety from the 
fountains of salvation. Your brethren, 
in moral captivity almost as degrad- 
ing, will shake off their chains, and 
invoke on you the blessing of them 
who were ready to perish. Lands, 
hitherto in spiritual desolation, will be 
decorated with temples, and gladden- 
ed with the Lord’s song. Thousands, 
and tens of thousands, who feel the 
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strangeness of uncongenial worship, 


‘or the greater strangeness of uncon- 


genial doctrine, will transplant their 
piety into our better soil. 

O, may that God, who brought from 
captivity his people, and who enabled 
them to sing again their holy songs in 
their own city, raise up in this place 
abundant means for the restoration of 
others of his flock. May he send into 
the hearts of you who live in Jerusa- 
lem, and of them who are ina strange 
land, the spirit of devoted zea!l,—that 
you in liberality, and they in personal 
endeavours, may spend and be spent 
for the abundant prosperity of Zion. 


Extracts from the Service of the 
Church of Rome. 
(From the Edinburgh Christian Instructer.) 

I du not by any means intend to en- 
ter extensively at present, into the sub- 
ject of the corruptions of the Church 
of Rome; hoping, that some of your 
correspondents, who are better quali- 
fied, shall take it up; but merely to lay 
before your readers a few specimens, 
taken from their authorised books of 
devotion, by which they may be en- 
abled to judge of the general character 
of that religion. The copy from which 
1 have transcribed, is * the Service of 
the Church,” printed at Paris, 1722, 
by itoyal autherity, and subscribed by 
the Archbishop of Paris, and others of 
the Clergy. The first extract is from 
the Litany of the Virgin: 

“ Holy Mary, pray for us. 

Holy Mother of God, pray for us. 
Holy Virgin of Virgins, ne for us. 
Mother of Christ, pray for us. 
Mother of Divine Grace, pray for us. 
Most pure Mother, pray for us. 
Most chaste Mother, pray for us. 
Inviolated Mother, pray for us. 
Undetiled Mother, pray for us? 
Lovely Mother, pray for us. 
Admirable Mother, pray for us. 
Mother of the Creator, pray for us. 
Mother of the Saviour, pray for us. 
Most prudent Virgin, pray for ‘us. 
Venerable Virgin, pray for us. 
Celebrated Virgin, pray for us. 
Powerfu! Virgin, pray for us. 
Merciful Virgin, pray for us. 
Faithful Virgin, pray for us. 
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Mirror of Righteousness, pray for us. 

Seat of Wisdom, pray for us. 

Source of our Joy, pray for us. 

Spiritual Vessel, pray for us. 

Honourable Vessel, pray for us. 

Renowned Vessel of Devution, pray for 
us. 

Mystic Rose, pray for us. 

Tower of David, pray for us. 

Ivory Tower, pray for us. 

Golden House, pray for us. 

Ark of the Covenant, pray for us. 

Gate of Heaven, pray for us. 

Morning Star, pray for us. 

Safety of the Weak, pray for us. 

Refuge of Sinners, pray for us. 

Comtorter of the Afflicted, pray for us. 

Aid of Christians, pray for us. 

Queen of Angels, prey for us. 

Queen of the Patriarchs, pray for us. 

Queen of the Prophets, pray for us. 

Queen of the Apostles, pray for us. 

Queen of the Martyrs, pray for us. 

Queen of the Confessors, pray for us. 

Queen of Virgins, pray for us. 

Queen of all the Saints, pray for us.” 
The next extract which furnishes 

a suitable parallel to the above, is the 

Litany of the Saints. 

“ Holy Mary, pray for us. 

Holy Mither of God, pray for us. 

Holy Virgin of Virgins, pray for us. 

St. Michael, pray for us. 

St. Gabriel, pray tor us. 

St. Raphael, pray for us. 

All the Holy Angels and Archangels, 
pray for us. 

All the Orders of blessed Spirits, pray 
for us. 

St. John the Baptist, pray for us. 

All the Holy Patriarchs and Prophets, 
pray for us. 

St. Peter, pray for us. 

St. Paul, pray for us. 

St. Andrew, pray for us. 

St. James, pray for us. 

St. Thomas, pray for us. 

St. John, pray for us. 

St. James, pray for us. 

St. Philip, pray for us. 

St. Bartholomew, pray for us. 

St. Matthew, pray for us. 

St. Simon, pray for us. 

St. Thaddeus, pray for us. 

St. Matthias, pray jor us. 

St. Barnabas, pray for us. 

St. Luke, pray for us. 


St. Mark, pray for us. 

All the Holy Aposties and Evangelists, 
pray for us. 

All the Holy Disciples of the Lord, 
pray for us. 

All :he Holy Innocents, pray for us. 

St. Stephen, pray for us. 

St. Laurence, pray for us. 

St. Vincent, pray for us. 

St. Fabian, and St. Sebastian, pray 
for us. 

St. Jubn, and St. Paul, pray for us. 

St. Cosmas, and Damianus, pray for 
us. 

St. Gervas, and Protasis, pray for us. 

All the Holy Martyrs, pray for us, 

St. Silvester, pray for us. 

St. Gregory, pray for us. 

St. Ambrose, pray for us. 

St. Augustine, pray for us. 

St. Jerome, pray for us. 

St. Martin, pray for us. 

St. Nicholas, pray for us. 

All the Holy Bishops and Confessors, 
pray ior us. 

All the Holy Doctors, pray for us. 

St. Anthony, pray for us. 

St. Benedict, pray fer us. 

St. Bernard, pray for us. 

St. Dominick, pray for us. 

St. Francis, pray for us. 

All the Holy Priests and Levites, 
pray for us. 

All the Holy Monks and Hermits, 
pray for us. 

St. Mary Magdalene, pray for us. 

St. Agatha, pray for us. 

St. Lucia, pray for us, 

St. Agnes, pray for us. 

St. Cecilia, pray for us. 

St. Catharine, pray for us. 

St. Anastasia, pray fer us. 

All the Holy Virgins and Widows, 
pray for us.” 

In these prayers, it is true, that the 
Romanists go no farther than asking 
the prayers and intercession of the 
Saints; but, in doing so, have they 
either Scripture example or warrant ? 
Are they not putting the Saints into 
that place which ought to be occupied 
by the Saviour alone; and are they 
not guilty of ascribing to them the at- 
tribute of Omniscience. without which 
it is impossible for them to hear all 
these prayers offered up, often at the 
same time, in every part of the Ro- 
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mish Church? Can any man, who 
understands the religion of the New 
‘bestament, abstain from expressions 
of regret, when he sees buildings 
erected, in which such services are to 
be daily offered up; services so totally 
in opposition to the spiritual worship 
which the Gospel requires? Cught 
we not to regret, when we see build- 
ings erected, in which even the best 
parts of the services, become a mere 
unmeaning jargon to the great body 
of the worshippers, by being delivered 
in an unknown tongue? Would the 
Apostles of eur Lord not have re- 
gretted to see the glory of the Gospel 
thus debased? Would he who came 
to teach mankind to worship the Fa- 
ther in spirit and in truth, not have 
regretted to see such services offered 
up? And shall any man come for- 
ward and tell us, that we do wrong 
in regretting the prevalence of such 
a form of religion? That man who 
does not regret it, must be either 
ignorant of the nature of genuine re- 
ligion, or utterly regardless of its in- 
terests. 

I intend only to remark farther, that 
though in these parts of the Romish 
offices, the prayers and intercessions 
of the Saints are all that is asked, yet 
there are other parts of the service in 
which blessings are asked of them in 
a direct manner. In the office of the 
Virgin, there is the following prayer 
literally translated. 

“ Mary, mother of grace, mother 
of mercy, do thou protect us from our 
enemies, and receive us at the hour 
of death.” 

In another part of the service, the 
priest says, 

“ © sacred Virgin, grant me the 
honour to praise thee.” 

The people answer, 

“ Grant me strength against thy 
enemies.” 

In another part, there is the follow- 
ing address to the Virgin, 

“ Lgose the bands of the guilty ; 
bring light to the blind; avert all 
evil from us; demand all good for 
us; Prove* thyself to be his mo- 
ther,” &c. 





* This word #s nrinted in capital} in 
verge 
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In the absolution, the merits of the 
Virgin and the Saints are mentioned, 
without the least notice of the merits 
of the Saviour. The following is an 
entire prayer. 

“ May the Lord bring us to his 
kingdom and glory, through the me- 
rits of the blessed Virgin and all the 
saints.—Praise the Lord.—Amen.— 
May the Virgin Mary bless us, and 
all her pious offspring. Amen.—” 

The following prayer is addressed 
to the cross. 

“ Hail! O cross, our only hope: 
at this season of the passion, increase 
the righteousness of the good, and 
grant pardon to the guilty.” 

The French translation, which ac- 
companies the origina] Latin in this 
edition, and is also by authority, ren- 
ders the above, “ We adore thee, in 
this holy season.” 

These extracts contain a specimen 
of the Popish service, and from them 
your readers may form some idea of 
the character of that religion. But it 
is impossible for them to form a full 
and fair estimate, unless they had the 
whole before them, and had it in their 
power to see the incessant recurrence 
of these superstitious and idolatrous 
forms. The fact is, that the addresses 
to God and the Saviour, in their au- 
thorised formularies, bear the most 
trifling proportion to those which are 
addressed to the Virgin and to the 
Saints, and the impression which must 
be made on the great body of those 
who join in these forms must be, that 
the Virgin Mary is the great object 
of worship, and that her favour is 
that which Christians are to be most 
solicitous to obtain. 

I do not mean to say that it is im- 
possible for a Roman Catholic to be 
a genuine Christian. The great es- 
sentials of Christianity are retained 
by that Church, and it is possible that 
the influences of the Divine Spirit 
may lead individuals to understand 
and lay hold of these essentials even 
amidst the mass of rubbish among 
which they are buried. This, as far 
as I know, has been the prevailing 
opinion among Protestants in all ages, 
and we certainly need no new strains 
of eloquence to lead us to this exer: 
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cise of charitable judging in their be- 
half. But while we allow this, we 
say, that taking a view of their reli- 
gion at large, it obscures and debases 
the glory of the Gospel; it has the 
most direct tendency to hide saving 
truth from the perception of its vota- 
ries, and to lead them to rest their 
whole hopes in superstitious and 
idolatrous forms. Believing this to 
be its nature and tendency, the cha- 
rity which Protestants are called upon 
to exercise towards Roman Catholics 
is, not to flatter them into the opinion 
that all is well and safe with them, 
but in the spirit of benevolence, so to 
point out their errors that they may 
be led to renounce them, and to em- 
brace the uncorrupted Gospel. That 
man is their greatest enemy who en- 
deavours to lead them to rest with 
satisfaction in their present state. 
_ © Woe unto them that call evil good, 
and good evil ; that put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness ; that put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter.” 
Let that man who is set as a watch- 
man remember, that if he does not 
give warning of danger where it really 
exists, but cries, Peace, peace, when 
there is no peace, the blood of those 
who perish will be required at his 
hands. A Protestant. 





The Christian following after Holi- 
ness.—An extract. 


Tuis full-grown righteousness is, 
however, no rapid attainment. It is 
the prize of no ordinary exertion. 
Diligent self-inspection, resolute self- 
denial, wise tenderness of conscience ; 
the most unaffected diffidence in our 
own strength, united with alertness 
and alacrity; the most absolute reli- 
ance on divine grace, confirmed and 
invigorated by continual prayer; a 
growing love of God and goodness, 
proceeding from unfeigned faith; 
trom a deep conviction of divine and 
eternal things ;—these are a few, and 
but a few, of the preliminaries to that 
advanced holiness which the Scrip- 
tures hold upto our view ; and which, 
through God’s assistance, numbers 
have been enabled to attain. It must, 
indeed, be admitted, that the course 
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is arduous; frequently painful at the 
outset ; in the career, demanding re- 
solution to surmount obstacles, pa- 
tience to endure hardships, carefulness 


‘to retrace our steps if we should ever 


decline from the right way, and an 
eye steadfastly fixed on the mark that 
is set before us. These things are 
hard indeed to flesh and blood. But 
let us be mindful, that we’ are called 
to run, not in our own strength; that 
power will be given us from on high ; 
that our aid will be abundantly pro- 
portioned to our difficulties ; that we. 
shall, from day to day, grow stronger 
by our victories; that attainments, 
which seemed impracticable at a dis- 
tance, will become both easy and de- 
lightful in the hour of trial; above 
all, let us consider that the prize is an 
unfading, imperishable crown of glo- 
ry; a crown, whose wreathes are 
woven in this present life, to receive 
new lustre in the life which is to come ; 
a reward, which we may begin to 
reap, even during our earthly course ; 
for, it is certain, that homefelt plea- 
sure is inseparable from the conquest 
of eurselves; that the wise govern- 
ment of our affections is an endless 
source of comfort; and the text ac- 
cordingly assures us, that the king- 
dom of God is not only righteous- 
ness, but peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. [ Jebb. 





Constitution of the Female Auxiliary 
Bible and Common Prayer Book 
Society of St. Andrew’s Church, 
Orange County, New-York, 


Art. 1st. This Society shall be call- 
ed the Female Auxiliary Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society of St. 
Andrew’s Church, Orange county. Its 
principal object shall be the distribu- 
tion of the Bible and Book of Com- 
mon Prayer in the vicinity of said 
Church; and, as its funds may admit, 
to aid the Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society in the city of New- 
York. 

Art. 2d. Every lady paying the sum 
of fifty cents annually shall be consi- 
dered a member of this Society. The 
payment of five dollars or more at 
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one time shall make a person a member 
jor life. 

Ait. 3d.. All life subscriptions, and 
all donations of money, shall con- 
stitute a permanent fund, the interest 
only to be expended. 

Art, 4th. The business of this So- 
ciety shall be transacted by a Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, Recording Se- 
cretary, Corresponding Secretary, 
‘Treasurer, and nine Managers, all of 
wiom are te be chosen annually. 
Six managers shall constitute a quo- 


rum. The Managers, at the annual 
meeting, on the second Tuesday in 


October, shall make a report of their 
proceedings to the Society. 

Art. Sth. All life Subscribers shall 
be Directors, and shall vote at special 
meetings. 

Art. 6th. This constitution — shall 
not be altered except by consent cf 
two thirds of the members, voting at 
the annua! meeting. 

Mrs. Thomas Colden, President. 

Mrs. Clark, Vice-President. 

Miss M. A. Willett, Corresp. Sec. 

Miss A. A. Vanhorne, Record. Sec. 

Mrs. Lasher, Treasurer. 

Directors—Mrs. Susan B. Phin- 
ney, Mrs. Jane Murray, Mrs. Ger- 
trude Colden, Mrs. Margaret Gala- 
tian, Mrs. Maria Walden, Mrs. Sarah 
C. Ruggles. 

Managers—Miss Jemima Graham, 
Miss Catharine M‘Coy, Miss A. M. 
Galatian, Miss Jane Colden, Miss 
Susan F. Bogart, Miss Hannah Gala- 
tian, Miss Maria Graham, Miss Eli- 
zabeth Galatian, Mrs. Mary Schoon- 
maker, 





On opening a Grave, and laying hold 
of a Sleull. 


Tuts preacher, silent, yet severe, 
Proclaims mortality to man : 

Thou like this emblem shalt appear, 
When time has measured out thy span. 


Here hung the lips that once could smile, 
And here were fix’d the orbs of light, 

Extinguish’d now, corrupt and vile, 
Suffused in everlasting night. 


Gay friend, here hung the list’ning ear, 
That fed the soul with sense by sound ; 

Here the loquacious tongue, and here 
The nose, on this distorted wound. 


Miscellanneous. 
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These all had converse with the soul : 

Mysterious work of Heav’nly skill. 
Clay join’d to spirit, form’d an whole, 

And quicken’d dust obey’d the will. 
God call’d the life he gave away; 

The dust return’d from whence it came ; 
The spirit left the stifl’ning clay, 

And death dissolves the wond’rous frame 
Be witty, mortal; bold and free, 

But own thy knowledge centers here - 
Ere long, like this, thy scalp shall be 

Not worth the sordid Sexton’s care. 


Perhaps a crown these temples bound, 
Before it subject nations bow’d ; 
Now, undistinguish’d in the ground, 
The beggar tramples on the proud. 
All, all must pass this dreary road, 
To dust and silence, cold and gloom, 
And rest in one obscure abode, 
The dwelling of the world—the tomb. 


O Thou, whose gift ’tis to bestow 
Much more in virtue and in truth ; 

O, lead me through this vale of woe, 
Thou staff of age and guide of youth. 


Sustain me in this mortal hour, 
Because ’tis thou alone canst save ; 
And let me triumph, in thy pow’r, 
A joyful victor o’er the grave. 
[ Orthodox Churchman’s Mag 


On Monday, the 23d of November, 
T. & J. Swords will publish, “ Swords’s 
Pocket Almanack, and Christian Calendar, 
for the year of our Lord 1819; being the 
third after Leap year. Containing the 
rising, sitting, and eclipses of the Sun and 
Moon, the time of high Water, &c.” Also 
Observations on the Observance of Sun- 
days—E.xplanations of the Festivals and 
Fasts of the Church—Succession of Ame- 
rican Bishops—List of the Clergy of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States—Standing Committees— 
Time of Conventional Meetings—Reli- 
gious Societies attached to the Epis- 
copal Church in the United States— 
Scientific, Literary, and Benevolent Insti- 
tutions—Officers of the Government of the 
United States—-Ministers Plenipotentiary 
from the United States to Foreign Powers 
— Ministerial Appointments from Foreign 
Powers to the United States—Officers of 
the Government of the State of New- 
York—Common Council of the City of 
New-York—Courts in the State of New- 
York—Clerks of the Supreme Court— 
Mayor’s Court—Rates of Postage—Times 
of arrival and closing of the Mails, &e. 
&e. &e. 
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